A GROUP OF NOBLE DAMES

since the first publication of these tales in periodicals,
six or seven years ago, have given me interesting
comments and conjectures on such of the narratives ;ts
they have recognized to be connected with their own
families, residences, or traditions; in which they have
shown a truly philosophic absence of prejudice in their
regard of those incidents whose relation has tended
more distinctly to dramatize than to eulogize their
ancestors. The outlines they have also given of
other singular events in their family histories (or use in
a second * Group of Noble Dames' will, I fear, never
reach the printing-press through me; but I shall store
them up in memory of my informants' good nature.

The tales were first collected and published in their
present form in 1891.

T, H.

June 1896.